Pregnancy and tuberculosis. Many contradictory hypotheses have been advanced to explain the association of pregnancy and tuberculosis. Basing their opinions on the belief that they cannot exist together without extreme danger to the patient, some authorities recommend therapeutic abortion (Norris & Landis, 1918 ; Rist, 1921) . Others disagree, however, maintaining that pregnancy may be allowed to continue provided the character of the pulmonary lesion is suitable for treatment, and the patient is supervized adequately throughout the period of pregnancy (Hill, 1928 ; Barnes & Barnes, 1930 ; Ornstein & Kovnat, 1933 (Mclntyre, 1948 (Mclntyre, , 1950 , have produced good results (Marshall, 1931 ; Cohen, 1946 ; Stewart & Simmonds, 1947 (Williams, 1909) , to 0.4 per cent approximately (Joslin, 1948 For example, Ronsheim (1933) , Harrick and Tillin.aH (1938) , L,awrence & Oakley (1942) , and Barnes (1941) Finally, notwithstanding its size and weight, the new-born infant of a diabetic mother may be premature, requiring special care, while the tendency for these infants to become hypoglycaemic in the first few hours ?f life is now widely recognised (Reis, 1948 Himsworth, 1938) . It has been stated that the ratio in which tuberculosis occurs in the diabetic and non-diabetic patient respectivelv is three to one ( Banyai, 1931 ; Root, 1934 (Himsworth, 1938 ; Root, 1940 (Rosenthal, 1940 ; Campbell, 1949) . Since, however, fusion of the dorsal lips of the neural groove occurs at the 4th week ?f intra-uterine life (Gray, 1938) , it is evident that, in the present case at least, streptomycin cannot be incriminated. Moreover, recent research has stressed the innocuous effects of this antibiotic on the foetus (Sala & -Laplace, 1949 ; Cohen, 1950 (1950) , quoting Fraser (1935) , the sterols and their allied derivatives are associated with increased reticuloendothelial activity, thereby enhancing the patient's resistance to tuberculosis. Furthermore, Faulkner (1944) demonstrated convincingly that when incubated in vitro in aqueous niedia containing diethyl-stilboestrol, the Mycobacterium tuberculosis is killed.
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